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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
This is a Final Office Action in response to Applicants' Amendment filed on December 27, 
2004. Claims 1, 2 and 7-10 have been amended. Claims 1-10 are presented for further 
examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Will in view 
of Maurille. 

As per claim 1, Will discloses a profile creation method for use in a conversation system 
having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said method comprising steps of: 

• providing predetermined keywords and predetermined categories such that the 
keywords and categories are correlated to each other (col. 4, lines 17-33); 

• identifying a category that corresponds to a keyword if the message sent to the virtual 
space contains the keyword (col 3, lines 51-58 and col. 4, lines 17-33); and 
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However, Will does not explicitly disclose: 

• monitoring whether a message sent to a virtual space contains at least one of the 
keywords. 

Maurille discloses an Internet messaging system and method for use in computer networks 
comprising: 

• monitoring whether a message sent to a virtual space contains at least one of the 
keywords (col. 4, lines 41-51, col. 9, lines 56-67 and col. 10, lines 1-17; Maurille 
discloses an Internet messaging system that determines if a URL (keyword) is included 
in the message sent to a user which is stored in the users table. Therefore, Maurille 
implicitly discloses monitoring whether a message sent to virtual space contains at least 
one of the keywords). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated Maurille's teaching of an Internet messaging and 
method for use in computer networks that determines if a URL (keyword) is included in the 
message sent to a user which is stored in the users table with teachings of Will, for the purpose of 
providing private bulletin boards for multiple users and is able to allow each of the multiple user 
to exchange instant messages with one or more users [see Maurille, Col. 3, lines 56-58]. Thus, 
Will provides the motivation to combine by providing systems and methods that efficiently 
enable real-time communication among two or more individual separated in space thereby 
providing more flexibility to individuals to choose other individuals with whom they want to 
engage in a conversation [see Will, Col. 2, lines 41-52]. 
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As per claim 2, Will discloses a profile creation system for use in a conversation system 
having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said profile creation system comprising: 

• a category table in which predetermined keywords and predetermined categories are 
stored such that the keywords and categories are correlated to each other (col. 4, lines 
17-25); 

• a user table that stores users, predetermined keywords sent by the user via messages , 
and the categories, such that the users, keywords, and categories are correlated to one 
another (col. 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-16); and 

However, Will does not explicitly disclose: 

• administration means for monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a 
conversation space, determining based on said category table a category that 
corresponds to the keyword if the message contains a keyword, and writing in said user 
table a_ sender of the message , the keyword in the message , and the determined 
category. 

Maurille discloses an Internet messaging system and method for use in computer networks 
comprising: 

• administration means for monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a 
conversation space, determining based on said category table a category that 
corresponds to the keyword if the message contains a keyword, and writing in said user 
table a_ sender of the message , the keyword in the message , and the determined category 
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(col. 4, lines 41-51, col. 9, lines 56-67 and col. 10, lines 1-17; Maurille discloses an 
Internet messaging system that determines if a URL (keyword) is included in the 
message sent to a user which is stored in the users table. Therefore, Maurille implicitly 
discloses monitoring whether a message sent to virtual space contains at least one of the 
keywords). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated Maurille's teaching of an Internet messaging and 
method for use in computer networks that determines if a URL (keyword) is included in the 
message sent to a user which is stored in the users table with teachings of Will, for the purpose of 
providing private bulletin boards for multiple users and is able to allow each of the multiple user 
to exchange instant messages with one or more users [see Maurille, Col. 3, lines 56-58]. Thus, 
Will provides the motivation to combine by providing systems and methods that efficiently 
enable real-time communication among two or more individual separated in space thereby 
providing more flexibility to individuals to choose other individuals with whom they want to 
engage in a conversation [see Will, Col. 2, lines 41-52]. 

As per claim 3, Will discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein said user table stores valid period and time at which the keyword was sent, in 
addition to the users, the keywords, and the categories (col. 5, lines 58-67 and col. 5, lines 
1-8); 

• said administration means further obtains from the conversation system the time at which 
the message containing the keyword was sent (col. 4, lines 60-64); and 
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• said administration means writing in said user table the time of the message and the 
valid period of the message, in addition to the keyword sender, the keyword and the 
category, and deleting an entry whose valid period since the time of message has 
expired (col. 5, lines 58-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 4, Will discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein said user table stores the users, the keywords, the categories and message 
senders whose messages are related to the keywords (col. 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 
1-16); and 

• said administration means creates a conversation log in the conversation space, obtains 
from the conversation log and the conversation system the senders of messages that 
were sent before and/or after the message containing the keyword was sent, and writes 
in said user table the senders as related users, such that the related users are correlated 
with the keywords (col. 5, lines 58-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 5, Will discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein said user table stores the users, the keywords, the categories and rating data that 
indicates harmfulness for each user (col. 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-16); and 

• said administration means updates the rating data of a user when a predetermined 
harmful keyword is sent (col. 5, lines 58-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 6, Will discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein the conversation system processes messages exchanged by the conversation 
devices based on users' categories stored in said user table (col. 5, lines 53-67 and col. 6, 
lines 1-6). 



Application/Control Number: 09/628, 190 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2157 

As per claim 7, Will discloses a computer-readable recording media having a profile 
creation program for use in a conversation system having a plurality of terminal devices that can 
exchange messages among each other, the plurality of terminal devices being connected to a 
network and sharing one of a plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said 
profile creation program executing a process comprising : 

A: storing predetermined keywords and predetermined categories such that the keywords 
and categories are correlated to each other (col. 4, lines 17-33); 

C: determining based on the category table a category that corresponds to a keyword if the 
message contains the keyword (col. 3, lines 51-58 and col. 4, lines 17-33); and 

D: storing a sender of the message , the keyword in the message , and the determined 
category, such that the sender, keyword, and category are correlated to one another (col. 4, lines 
17-33). 

However, Will does not explicitly disclose: 

• monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a virtual conversation space. 
Maurille discloses an Internet messaging system and method for use in computer networks 

comprising: 

• monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a virtual conversation space 
(col. 4, lines 41-51, col. 9, lines 56-67 and col. 10, lines 1-17; Maurille discloses an 
Internet messaging system that monitors the messages sent to a user which is stored in 
the users table. Therefore, Maurille implicitly discloses monitoring in the conversation 
system a message sent to a virtual conversation space). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated Maurille's teaching of an Internet messaging and 
method for use in computer networks that determines if a URL (keyword) is included in the 
message sent to a user which is stored in the users table with teachings of Will, for the purpose of 
providing private bulletin boards for multiple users and is able to allow each of the multiple user 
to exchange instant messages with one or more users [see Maurille, Col. 3, lines 56-58]. Thus, 
Will provides the motivation to combine by providing systems and methods that efficiently 
enable real-time communication among two or more individual separated in space thereby 
providing more flexibility to individuals to choose other individuals with whom they want to 
engage in a conversation [see Will, Col. 2, lines 41-52]. 

As per claim 8, Will discloses a profile creation method for use in a conversation system 
having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said method utilizing a category table that 
can be referred to via the network, predetermined keywords and predetermined categories being 
correlated to each other in the category table, said method comprising: 

• identifying based on the category table a category that corresponds to a keyword if the 
message sent to the virtual space contains the keyword (col. 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, 
lines 1-25); and 

• storing the identified category such that the category is correlated to a user who sent the 
message to the virtual space (col. 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-25). 

However, Will does not explicitly disclose: 
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• monitoring whether a message sent to a virtual conversation space contains at least one 
of the keywords. 

Maurille discloses an Internet messaging system and method for use in computer networks 
comprising: 

• monitoring whether a message sent to a virtual conversation space contains at least one 
of the keywords (col. 4, lines 41-51, col. 9, lines 56-67 and col. 10, lines 1-17; Maurille 
discloses an Internet messaging system that determines if a URL (keyword) is included 
in the message sent to a user which is stored in the users table. Therefore, Maurille 
implicitly discloses monitoring whether a message sent to virtual space contains at least 
one of the keywords). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated Maurille' s teaching of an Internet messaging and 
method for use in computer networks that determines if a URL (keyword) is included in the 
message sent to a user which is stored in the users table with teachings of Will, for the purpose of 
providing private bulletin boards for multiple users and is able to allow each of the multiple user 
to exchange instant messages with one or more users [see Maurille, Col. 3, lines 56-58]. Thus, 
Will provides the motivation to combine by providing systems and methods that efficiently 
enable real-time communication among two or more individual separated in space thereby 
providing more flexibility to individuals to choose other individuals with whom they want to 
engage in a conversation [see Will, Col. 2, lines 41-52]. 

As per claim 9, Will discloses a profile creation system for use in a conversation system 
having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
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plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said profile creation system utilizing a 
category table that can be referred to via the network, predetermined keywords and 
predetermined categories being correlated to each other in the category table, said profile 
creation system comprising: 

• a user table storing users, predetermined keywords spoken by the user, and the 
categories, such that the users, keywords, and the categories are correlated to one 
another (col. 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-16); and 

However, Will does not explicitly disclose: 

• administration means for monitoring in the conversation system a message to be sent to 
a virtual conversation space, determining based on the category table whether or not the 
message contains one of the keywords , determining based on the category table 
category that corresponds to the keyword if the message contains a keyword, and 
writing in said user table a sender, the keyword of the message , the keyword of the 
message and the determined category. 

Maurille discloses an Internet messaging system and method for use in computer networks 
comprising: 

• administration means for monitoring in the conversation system a message to be sent to 
a virtual conversation space, determining based on the category table whether or not the 
message contains one of the keywords , determining based on the category table 
category that corresponds to the keyword if the message contains a keyword, and 
writing in said user table a sender, the keyword of the message , the keyword of the 
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message and the determined category (col. 4, lines 41-51, col. 9, lines 56-67 and col. 10, 
lines 1-17; Maurille discloses an Internet messaging system that determines if a URL 
(keyword) is included in the message sent to a user which is stored in the users table. 
Therefore, Maurille implicitly discloses monitoring whether a message sent to virtual 
space contains at least one of the keywords). 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated Maurille's teaching of an Internet messaging and 
method for use in computer networks that determines if a URL (keyword) is included in the 
message sent to a user which is stored in the users table with teachings of Will, for the purpose of 
providing private bulletin boards for multiple users and is able to allow each of the multiple user 
to exchange instant messages with one or more users [see Maurille, Col. 3, lines 56-58]. Thus, 
Will provides the motivation to combine by providing systems and methods that efficiently 
enable real-time communication among two or more individual separated in space thereby 
providing more flexibility to individuals to choose other individuals with whom they want to 
engage in a conversation [see Will, Col. 2, lines 41-52]. 

As per claim 10, Will discloses a computer-readable recording media having a profile 
creation program for use in a conversation system having a plurality of terminal devices that can 
exchange messages among each other, the plurality of terminal devices being connected to a 
network and sharing one of a plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said 
profile creation program utilizing a category table that can be referenced via the network, 
predetermined keywords and predetermined categories being correlated to each other in the 
category table, said profile creation program executing a process comprising : 
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B: determining based on the category table whether the message contains one of the 
keywords (col. 3, lines 51-58 and col. 4, lines 17-33); 

C: determining based on the category table a category that corresponds to the keyword if the 
message contains the keyword (col. 3, lines 51-58 and col. 4, lines 17-33); and 

D: storing a sender of the message , the keyword in the message , and the determined category, 
such that the sender, the keyword, and the category are correlated to one another (col. 4, lines 17- 
33). 

However, Will does not explicitly disclose: 

• monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a virtual conversation space. 
Maurille discloses an Internet messaging system and method for use in computer networks 

comprising: 

• monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a virtual conversation space 
(col. 4, lines 41-51, col. 9, lines 56-67 and col. 10, lines 1-17; Maurille discloses an 
Internet messaging system that monitors the messages sent to a user which is stored in 
the users table. Therefore, Maurille implicitly discloses monitoring in the conversation 
system a message sent to a virtual conversation space). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated Maurille 5 s teaching of an Internet messaging and 
method for use in computer networks that determines if a URL (keyword) is included in the 
message sent to a user which is stored in the users table with teachings of Will, for the purpose of 
providing private bulletin boards for multiple users and is able to allow each of the multiple user 
to exchange instant messages with one or more users [see Maurille, Col. 3, lines 56-58]. Thus, 
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Will provides the motivation to combine by providing systems and methods that efficiently 
enable real-time communication among two or more individual separated in space thereby 
providing more flexibility to individuals to choose other individuals with whom they want to 
engage in a conversation [see Will, Col. 2, lines 41-52]. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272-4004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

LaShonda T Jacobs 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 

Itj 

March 28, 2005 



